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BRAND NEW, The History of Life: A Very Short Introduction,
Michael J. Benton, There are few stories more remarkable than
the evolution of life on earth. This Very Short Introduction
presents a succinct guide to the key episodes in that story - from
the very origins of life four million years ago to the
extraordinary diversity of species around the globe today.
Beginning with an explanation of the controversies surrounding
the birth of life itself, each following chapter tells of a major
breakthrough that made new forms of life possible: including
sex and multicellularity, hard skeletons, and the move to land.
Along the way, we witness the greatest mass extinction, the first
forests, the rise of modern ecosystems, and, most recently,
conscious humans. Introducing ideas from a range of scientific
disciplines, from evolutionary biology and earth history, to
geochemistry, palaeontology, and systematics, Michael Benton
explains how modern science pieces the evidence in this vast
evolutionary puzzle together, to build up an accessible and up-
to-date picture of the key developments in the history of life on
earth. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series
from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in...
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R eviews

This ebook could be well worth a study, and superior to other. It really is basic but unexpected situations inside the 50
% of your ebook. Once you begin to read the book, it is extremely difficult to leave it before concluding.
-- Pr of . B ufor d Ziem a nn        

An incredibly awesome publication with perfect and lucid reasons. It can be writter in simple phrases and not
confusing. I am just delighted to let you know that this is actually the very best publication i actually have study during
my very own lifestyle and could be he best publication for actually.
-- Pa ula  Gutkowski   
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