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am too young for it yet. | would rather go before the mast than take a place in a shop. | am too young even to
enlist. | know just about as much as other boys at school, and | certainly have no talent anyway, as far as | can
see at present. | can sail a boat, and | won the swimming prize a month ago, and the sergeant who gives us
lessons in single-stick and boxing says that he considers me his best pupil with the gloves, but all these things
put together would not bring me in sixpence a week. | don t want to go away, and nothing would induce me to
do so if | could be of the slightest use to you here. But can | be of any use? What is there for me to look forward
to if | stay? | am sure that you would be always worrying over me if | did get some sort of situation that you
would know father and mother would not have liked to see me in, and would seem to offer no chance for the
future, whereas if | went out there it would not matter what | did, and anything | earned | could send home to
you.
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