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Oxford University Press Inc. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Burma/Myanmar: What Everyone
Needs to Know (2nd Revised edition), David I. Steinberg, It is unlikely that any country in Asia in recent years has
undergone such internal policy shiDs in so short a time as Myanmar. Until recently, the former British colony
had one of the most secretive, corrupt, and repressive regimes on the planet, a country where Nobel Peace
Prize laureate Aung San Suu Kyi was held in continual house arrest and human rights were denied to nearly all.
Yet events in Myanmar since the elections of November 2010 have profoundly altered the internal mood of the
society, and have surprised even Burmese and seasoned foreign observers of the Myanmar scene. The
pessimism that pervaded the society prior to the elections, and the results of that voting that prompted many
foreign observers to call them a "sham" or "fraud," gradually gave way to the realization that for reasons,
variously interpreted, positive change was in the air. Taking into account the dramatic changes the country has
seen in the past two years-including the establishment of a human rights commission, the release of political
prisoners, and reforms in health and education-David I. Steinberg oGers an updated second edition of
Burma/Myanmar: What Everyone Needs to Know. More than ever, the history, culture, and internal politics of
this country are crucial to understanding the breaking headlines emerging from it today and placing them in a
broader context. Geographically strategic, Burma/Myanmar lies between the growing powers of China and
India, and has a thousand-year history as an important realm in the region-yet it is mostly unknown to
Westerners. Burma/Myanmar is a place of contradictions: a picturesque land with mountain jungles and
monsoon plains, it is one of the world's largest producers of heroin. Though...
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