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dust-cloud overhung the rear of the trampling hoofs. But these few days of peace were but prelude to harsher
trial. From somewhere far to the left came now a band of white hunters, who rode around the host and
attacked it on both flanks at once. They killed more heedlessly and brutally than the Indians, for the sake of the
hides rather than for meat, each man hurriedly marking his own kill and then dashing on to seek more victims.
Each night they camped, and in the cool of the morning overtook the slow-moving host on their tireless
mustangs. The trail of stripped red carcasses which they left behind them glutted all the wolves, coyotes, and
carrion crows for leagues about, and affronted the wholesome daylight of the plains. This visitation lasted for
five or six days, and the terror it created spread inwards to the very heart of the host. Gradually the host
quickened its march, leaving itself little time for feeding and only enough rest for the vitally essential process of
rumination. At last the white marauders, satiated with slaughter, dropped behind, and[.].
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