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political affairs in this city it is necessary to go back to the time when there was a general influx of Mayoralty
candidates in the municipal arena. The most prominent, even at that early date, was Senator Boies Penrose.
The fierce and never-abating battle which he made against the autocratic power of the Building Commission
brought him the support of the best elements of his party and of the people at large. He made his contest
regardless of any personal power in the organization of which he was a member. At this time also Senator
Charles A. Porter, who has amassed a large fortune through big city contracts, was promising his fealty to three
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these he whispered his faithfulness, and each one believed he was the chosen son of the contractor-boss. In this
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