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BRAND NEW, Funding Public Schools: Politics and Policies,
Kenneth K. Wong, This book examines the fundamental role of
politics in funding our public schools and fills a conceptual
imbalance in the current literature in school finance and
educational policy. Unlike those who are primarily concerned
about cost efficiency, Kenneth Wong specifies how resources are
allocated for what purposes at different levels of the
government. In contrast to those who focus on litigation as a
way to reduce funding gaps, he underscores institutional
stalemate and the lack of political will to act asimportant
factors that affect legislative deadlock in school finance reform.
Wong defines how politics has sustained various types of "rules"
that affect the allocation of resources at the federal, state, and
local level. While these rules have been remarkably stable over
the past twenty to thirty years, they have often worked at cross-
purposes by fragmenting policy and constraining the education
process at schools with the greatest needs. Wong's examination
is shaped by several questions. How do these rules come about?
What role does politics play in retention of the rules? Do the
federal, state, and local governments espouse different
policies?...
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