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indexed. Not illustrated. 1881 Excerpt: .be logically defensible, but will prove the stronger the more it is
discussed; for private property in land, which never arises from the natural perceptions of men, but springs
historically from usurpation and robbery, is something so utterly absurd, so outrageously unjust, so clearly a
waste of productive forces and a barrier to the most profitable use of natural opportunities, so thoroughly
opposed to all sound maxims of public policy, so glaringly in the way of further progress, that it is only
tolerated because the majority of men never think about it or hear it questioned. Once fairly arraign it, and it
must be condemned; once call upon its advocates to exhibit its claims, and their cause is lost in advance. There
is to-day no political economist of standing who dare hazard his reputation by defending it on economic
grounds; there is to-day no thinker of eminence who either does not, like Herbert Spencer, openly declare the
injustice of private property in land, or tacitly make the same admission. Once force the discussion on this line,
and the Irish reformers will compel to their side the most active and powerful of the men who mould thought.
And they will not merely close up their own ranks, tiow in danger of being broken; they will carry the War into
Africa, and make possible the most powerful of political combinations. It is already beginning to be perceived
that the Irish movement, so far as it has yet gone,...
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